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rate three times as high as agricultural land. Under
the Public Health Act every "occupier of any land
used as arable, meadow, or pasture ground only, or as
woodlands, market-garden, or nursery grounds, and the
occupier of any land covered with water, or used only
as a canal or towing-path for the same, or a railway
constructed under the provisions of any act of Par-
liament for public conveyance," is rated only in the
proportion of one quarter of the full net annual value.
The Metropolis Management Act continued the abate-
ment allowed by the Lighting and Watching Act
wherever that act had been adopted.

The purely modern rates, such as the borough-rate
and the police-rate, all based from the first upon the
poor-rate, are of no great interest from our present
point of view.1

1 For a detailed account of the rates as they existed at the zenith
of their complication, see the Report of the Poor Law Commissioners
on Local Taxation, 1843 (Parliamentary Papers, Nos. 486, 487, and
488 : in vol. xx.). For their state outside London in 1884 and 1894
the best authorities are the two editions of An Outline of Local
Government and Local Taxation in England and Wales (excluding
London], by R. S. Wright, H. Hobhouse, and (2nd edition) E. L.
Fanshawe. The Annual Local Taxation Returns published by the
Local Government Board, with all their defects, present an un-
rivalled picture of local taxation at work.